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Principal’s Message:

Dear Parents & Guardians,

Welcome to Siksika Outreach School. We have prepared this information booklet for you in an effort to establish effective communication between home and school.  We look forward to working together as we make your children’s learning meaningful and filled with rich and challenging experiences. You are always welcome to visit, volunteer, observe and/or join the PAG at the school!  We encourage and welcome you to participate in your child’s education. 

Prayer:

ATSIMOIHKAN					PRAYER
		Ayo Apistokoki				Creator
		Ispomokinnaan				Help US
		Nahkayistsiyisinnaan				To Listen
		Nahkaikimotsiyisinnaan			To be kind to one another
		Nahkayikakimahsinnaan			To try hard
		Nahkokamotohsinnaan			To be honest
		Nahkawatoyiitaksinnaan			To be spiritual
		Ohtokinnann, Apistotoki			Hear us, Creator
		Kimmis kokosiks				Have pity on your children
		Iksikimmatapsiya				They are in need
		Kaamotanni					Grant us safety
		Niistawatsimaani				Help us raise our families
		Naapiio’sini					So that they may live long lives



SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT:
We will strive to honour the Seven Teachings of our Ancestors: wisdom, love, respect, bravery, honesty, humility and truth.  Through this holistic approach, our objective is to develop responsible lifelong learners proud of their identity, language, culture and their own achievements.
SCHOOL VISION STATEMENT:
To create a respectful learning environment based on the balance of traditional cultural values and academic excellence.
SCHOOL “MOTTO”:
Progress with Purpose (based on the Four Spirits from the Circle of Courage)
SCHOOL GOALS:
· Attract school age students not already in any educational programs or those not functioning in a mainstream school.
· Rekindle the learning spirit in all students.
· Create unique and meaningful individualized student programs 
· Create community partnerships to help support our students.
· Help increase successful high school graduation rates on Siksika Nation.
· Help students create academic and personal goals.
· Reflect the values of the community we serve.
· Support young parents in meeting their educational goals.
· Provide a safe learning evironment
SIKSIKA OUTREACH SCHOOL BELIEVES IN:
	(but is not limited to)

· Providing an opportunity for all students to receive a quality education.
· Reflecting the Values and Beliefs of the community in which we serve.
· Fostering proactive and visionary leadership.
· Modeling for students the importance of lifelong learning, positive attitude and social skills.
· Infusing our program with Elder’s insights and Siksika ways of knowing.
· Building learning activities around cultural content relating to the student’s experiences, cultural heritage and identity.
· Providing positive character learning experiences.
· Recognize the need for “out of the box” thinking.




Siksika Board of Education strives to set our students on the path to success:
							



Vision
Competent, confident and knowledgeable students


Mission
To provide all students an innovative and excellent    
                               learning environment




SIKSIKA OUTREACH SCHOOL STAFF
 Bruce Dobbin – Principal
Colleen Sitting Eagle – Blackfoot Instructor/ Liaison
 Gladys Moberly – Teacher
Lindsey Nelson - Teacher
Stefanie Brown – Young Parent Program Teacher
Stacey Running Rabbit – Lead Teacher 
Amelia  Poucette – Educational assistant
Kari Jerry – Educational assistant/Liaison
Chantal Barden – Administrative Assistant/Reception
 Gail/Karol/Frank/Sherman – Bus Drivers
Hunter -  Custodian/Maintenance

II.	Academic Information
	The Seven Teachings of our Ancestors will form the anchor of our school program and encourage positive development of character.  The Seven Teachings include:  wisdom, love, respect, bravery, honesty, humility and truth.  Siksika Outreach School will offer individual educational Alberta curriculum approved courses.  The program will be module based.  We will infuse the curriculum with Siksika Ways of Knowing, culturally relevant experiences and elderly insight.  Siksika Language and Culture will also be offered daily at Siksika Outreach School.  Bi-monthly presentations on a variety of curriculum topics will also be scheduled.  Service Learning projects will be organized where students will learn the value and benefit of serving others.  Partnerships with various departments allow us to create Service Learning Projects.  Examples include building, cleaning, reading, baking, etc. for elders, disabled and/or those in need.  All students will have the opportunity to receive instruction in L.A., Math, Science, Social Studies, P.E. and Health for grades 7-12.  Additional core subjects may be available as well as a variety of CTS courses for high school.  High school students need to earn 100 credits to be eligible to graduate.  The Circle of Courage is also used to guide and motivate our personal goal setting.


The four spirits from the Circle of Courage (Belonging, Mastery, Independence and Generosity) form our school motto.  Our program emphasizes the values reflected in our community. 
	Program Support:
Siksika Outreach School will be offering additional programs in an effort to address student needs as they arise.  Support programs may include personal, academic and career counselling, study skills, time management, conflict resolution, anger management, restorative justice, prenatal care and traditional parenting classes.  Both local and visiting agencies may be used.
III. 	Policies and Procedures
	Code of Conduct:
1. Students are expected to respect themselves, others and their school environment.
2. Students are expected to come to school ready to learn.
3. Students are not permitted to leave the school grounds without parental consent.
4. Glorifying or participating in smoking, drinking, drugs and other harmful activities is not permitted.
5. Students are expected to comply with a “Search” if there is any reason to believe a search is necessary.
6. Students are expected to help provide a safe learning environment.
                                                                             
Failure to comply with the Code of Conduct will result in one more of the following (not necessarily in stated order/sequence).
1. Loss of privileges.
2. Phone call to parent.
3. Student asked to take an offsite time out (with homework to be completed before re-entry)
4. Meeting set up with parents, Social Worker, Mental Health, Elder, Principal, student and/or Assistant Superintendent.
5. Student placed on waiting list for re-entry into Siksika Outreach School.
Entry Criteria:
1. Students aged 14-21 years old in grade 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12.
2. Referral required from School, Home, Health, Justice, Elder, etc. 
3. Current young parent caring for their own child (under 18 months old). 
4. SOS is not able to accept Special Education, FAS, or significantly delayed students as there are not any programs available for these students. Independent student work is required. 



Medical Concerns/Emergencies:
Please inform staff of child’s short and long term health and medication.  Staff are not able to administer medication and medicine at the school without consent. Please administer required medications at home before child arrives at the school. Staff will not be responsible/liable for dispensing medication.  Sick students are encouraged to stay at home. Staff will make contact/arrangement with parents if a student becomes sick or has any medical emergencies during school hours.  Parents are asked to keep the school informed or their child’s health changes and of course contact information.
Safety Policies:
Safety policies at SOS to maintain a safe learning environment;
1. If an evacuation of SOS is required, students and staff will go to a safe zone. Chief Old Sun Elementary School will be our first destination of choice.  If COSS is unavailable, Siksika West Daycare will be our second choice for a safe destination.  School fb postings for allparents will be made upon our arrival at our destination. 
2. In-school searches may be required from time to time.  Searches will only take place if there are reasons to believe there are safety issues (drugs, alcohol, weapons, etc.).  Students have the right to refuse a search.  If students choose to refuse a search, they will be asked to leave the school grounds. Parent and/or RCMP will be notified upon students refusing a search.
School Lockdowns: 
Our school will follow internal procedures for any situations that require a lockdown. Please allow the school to follow these procedures which include communicating with you about your child. Please make sure we have your contact number. Please do not phone the school as we will need to have all phone lines available to help provide a safe learning environment. We will use our school fb page to inform parents of the situation. Students will be encouraged not to use their phones during emergency lockdowns as well.  
Child Custody Issues:
Any custody schedules and/or issues will be dealt with by following the legal custody documentation that is required to be on file at the school. Please present documentation at the time it is received from the courts.          
Computer/Technology Usage:
Computers allow online access to endless resources and information.  Proper use of computers is expected.  Misuse of computers will result in the loss of computer privileges.  Educational usage is the sole function of computers within the school.  Using computers for any other purpose will be categorized as misuse.


Phone Use:
Parents may phone the school at anytime.  Staff will take messages for students. Student use of the school phone will not be permitted during class time for non education purposes.  Student cell phones must have ringers turned off.  If cell phones become a distraction (texting, gaming, etc.) they will be confiscated for the day and returned to the student.
IV.	Communication
	Several forms of communication will serve as tools to improve Home-School communication.
· School Website…siksika.outreached.com
· School Newsletter
· Siksika Board of Education billboard
· School Notices
· Ongoing phone calls
· Parent/Teacher Interviews and Reporting Period
· Parent Appointments
· School posters and signs
· Class/grade parent meetings
V.	General Information
	Parent Advisory Group:
Parents and Guardians are invited and encouraged to join the Parent Advisory Group which assists the school in providing programs at the school. Fundraising, assisting in school activities and cultural events and parent presentation are often the highlights of P.A.G. The objective of the P.A.G. is to help create a positive learning environment. Student advisory group will be added as well. Watch for postings for becoming a rep on school fb page.

Siksika Board of Education Staff and Contact Number:     (403) 734-4028
Chris Scout – Superintendent			
Wanda Calf Robe– Assistant Superintendent	
Lenora Pound Maker – Students Service Coordinator
Louise Rabbit Carrier – Administration Assistant
Darren Pietrobono – Financial controller                                              
Jason Doore - Transportation Coordinator
[bookmark: _GoBack]Roberta Olds - HR
Nicole Munro - Reception



Wellness:

S.O.S. wellness policy aims to offer health support for the whole person; giving students tools they need to be successful at school, to promote wellness within themselves and their own families and to live healthy, disease-free balanced lives.

Supporting the spiritual, mental, emotional and the physical well being of our students and staff will be prioritized and will follow the holistic elements of the Medicine Wheel and the Circle of Courage.
Priorities include: healthy life styles, grief and loss, healthy relationships, suicide prevention, mentorships, healthy supports, elder guidance and Siksika ways of knowing.

School Supplies:
Students should bring basic school supplies to school.  This includes: binder, pencils, erasers, paper and lunch.  Occasionally the school may send notices home requesting specific supplies, however, the school will supply the majority of material required.
Winter Dress:
Students should dress appropriately for our ever changing weather.  Please check daily forecast with your child.  Outside breaks and activities occur daily.  Bus Drivers should refuse to pick up students not dressed properly.
Student Recognition:
We believe students should be recognized for good behaviour, attendance, attitudes, academic progress, effort, respect and character development.  Monthly recognition, year-end awards occur.  Additional recognition will be considered.  Successful grade 9 & 12 students will also have the opportunity for celebration and recognition.
Student Evaluation:
Students should expect regular testing throughout their academic progress.  Module testing is part of all student evaluations.  Grade 9 students should also expect to take the Provincial Achievement Test form Alberta Education and grade 12 students will be required to take Diploma exams from Alberta education.
Bus Conduct/Student Drivers:
Bus transportation is provided for all students.  Bus safety is very important.  If ongoing misconduct occurs student bus privileges may be suspended.  In this event parents will be responsible for transportation to and from the school.  In addition, if your child misses 3 consecutive days of school the bus will no longer stop for your child until a new request for pick up is made through the Education Transportation office at 734-4028. Student drivers must provide the school with a copy of their driver’s license, registration and insurance and must agree not transport other students while at school.


Consent Forms:
All parents are required to sign a general consent form at time of registration.  Specific consent forms will be sent home from time to time requiring additional consent.  Each form may be for activities such as fitness run, permission to walk home after school, field trips, permission to leave school grounds during school hours and Service Learning Projects.
Homework:
Homework is always encouraged and available for those students wanting to take it home. Since each student has their own individual education plan and are working at their own pace, completing homework only quickens the pace the student is completing the work.
Medical Appointments:
School staff will make every effort to accommodate and support student medical appointments for young moms and their babies wherever possible.
Concession:

A small concession is offered at the school and we use the profits for fundraising for school events. We offer some small snacks and lunch items. We strive to offer healthy options in all cases.
Leaving School Grounds:
Students are not permitted to leave school grounds during class time without the permission of a parent/guardian. If you wish for your child to leave the school grounds please contact the school with permission. If permission is provided, students also need to sign out before they leave.
Student Drivers:
If your chid is a student driver, your child must submit a copy of their driver’s license, registration and insurance to the school office for our files. No students are permitted to drive other students during the school day. Students must park in student parking only (facing north fence in parking lot).
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The Parent’s Guide to Helping Your Child Read

1. Seta good example. Read for pleasure. Show and share that pleasure!

2. Leave interesting books lying around. Encourage your child to handle books
frequently, carefully and respectfully.

3. Read aloud eagerly to your child. Show him/her how much you enjoy this
reading time, and spending time with them! Use different voices for characters
and use a lot of expression.

4. Discuss books, news, magazines and daily events as a family. Children are
people too, they just have less experience than an adul.

5. It your child finds the book too difficult to read, ask if you can read it to him/her.
Do not put them down if they cannot read what you think is “too easy”.

6. Encourage your child o share what he/she has read in books. Discuss the story,
the plot, characters, conflicts, resolutions and feelings.

7. Read books you enjoy more than once. Often stories are better the second time,
and your child will read it better the second time.

8. Let your child select books he/she wants to own. You and other family members
and friends could give these books as gifts on special occasions or as rewards.
Encourage your child to purchase books using his/her own money too! Books a
child has selected to own are friends for a long, long time!

9. Television competes for your child’s time. Limit the amount of time your
child watches T.V. and make sure your child’s homework is done first. ‘
Select shows that are appropriate for your child.

10. Stash a few books in your car. Then your child will have something to read in
the car. '

11. Let your child buy magazines that interest him/her.

12. READ AT LEAST 15 MINUTES EVERY DAY!
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